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MAIDSTONE 


RURAL 


DISTRICT 


r?o :  -  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Maidstone  Rural  District 

Council. 

yj>.  chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  for 
the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1954. 

The  Maidstone  Rural  District  is,  in  the  main,  an  agricultural 
one  and  in  spite  of  industrial  development  and  the  stress  which  has 
been  laid  in  recent  years  on  the  need  for  increased  export  of  manu¬ 
factured  goods,  agriculture  is  still  the  real  basis  of  national 
prosperity.  The  country  cannot  exist  without  a  prosperous  and 
efficient  agricultural  industry,  but  if  this  is  to  be  maintained, 
the  standards  of  housing,  amenities  and  services,  must  be  comparable 
to  that  which  the ^agricultural  worker,  -  and,  perhaps  more  important, 
his  fife,  -  finds  so  attractive  in  the  urban  areas. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war,  the  tendency  has  been  towards  admini¬ 
strative  centralisation  and  the  concentration  of  health  administration 
in  particular,  in  government  departments  and  the  larger  authorities, 
but  the  pendulum  now  appears  to  be  swinging  back  to  local  government 
that  is  really  local,  and  the  smaller  Authorities,  the  Rural  District 
Councils  and  even  the  Parish  Councils,  are  showing  again  that  local 
interests  are  best  served  by  local  knowledge  and  enthusiasm. 

In  the  Maidstone  Rural  District,  improved  water  supplies  and  the 
extension  of  provision  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  urgent 
needs  and  the  reconditioning  or  replacement  of  unfit  houses  with  the 
insection  of  locally-killed  meat  and  the  supervision  of  food,  have 
added  greatly  to  the  work  of  your  Officers.  The  provision  of  a  cen¬ 
tral  abbattoir  for  the  Mid  Rent  area,  to  replace  the  small  and  often 
unsatisfactory  slaughter-houses  now  in  use  is  a  very  desirable  improve 
nent  and  wc'uld  ensure  that  All  meat  for  human 'consumption  is  subject 
to  inspection  and  that  animals  slaughtered  are  spared  any  needless 
suffering.  The  findings  of  the  Inter-Dep>ar tmental  Committee  will  be 
awaited  with  interest. 

During  1954,  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  has,  on  the  whole, 
teen  good.  The  incidence  of  whooping-cough  was  heavy  the  total  cases 
notified  being  250,  but  happily  no  death  is  recorded  from  this  cause. 
Scarlet  fever^ notifications  are  52,  as  a gins t  36  in  1953,  and  these 
eases  were  all  of  a  mild  type.  Three  cases  of  anterior  poliomyelitis 
'<ere  reported,  with  one  death  from  this  cause.  I  am  again  recording 
with  satisfaction  that  the  maternal  death-rate  for  the  year  was  "Nil'1. 

The  hop-pickers  encampments  have  been  improved though  I  would 
urge  that  the  extension  of  the  Company  water  supply  to  these  camps 
essential.  The  camps  were  again  visited  by  a  Medical  Officer  of 
Ministry  of  Health,  who  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  camps 
which  we  v/ere  able  to  show  him  in  the  limited  time  available.  I 
would  emphasise  that  these  camps  are  only  suitable  for  the  seasonal 
use  for  which  they  are  intended  and  that  the  tendency  for  the 
occupants  to  remain  for  longer  periods  is  to  be  deprecated.  I  also 
,Ur§e  that  caravan  sites  are  intended  for  temporary  use  and  must  not 
°e  allowed  to  become  slum  areas  of  stationary  and  in  many  cases, 
immovable  shack  dwellings,  which  it  iS'  impossible  to  raise  to  any 
occeptable  housing  standard. 


t  would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  support  and 
encouragement  I  have  received  during  the  year  and  to  your  Officers 
for  their  assistance  and  co-operation,  and 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  Jacob  Gaffikin 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

September  28th 
1955. 


15,  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone. 
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Section  "A" 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Area  ...  ...  34,709 

Estimated  resident  population  1954  ...  18,470 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  (according  to 

rate  books)  end  of  1954  ...  5,950 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £109,151 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ..  ...  £430 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male  Female 

271  139  132 

12  7  5 


Total  283 _ 146 _ 137 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  Crude  15.32  Corrected  16.23 

Still  births  5 

Rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  Still)  17.36 


Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  causes  Total  342  Male  190  Female  152 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  Crude  18.51  Corrected  14.43 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

(Headings  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List) 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births. 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  l  year  of  age 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  38.86 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  40.59 

Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  live  illegitimate  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  •  53 

Cancer  Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  2.86 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  Mi  7 
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Section  "B" 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

The  health  services  in  an  area  such  as  the  Rural  District  are 
now  divided  between  different  agencies,  some  organised  on  a  regional 
basis,  some  on  a  County  basis  and  some  are  still  the  responsibility 
of  the  Local  Authorities  such  as  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils. 

The  National  Health  Service  now  includes  the  work  of  the  General 
practitioners  and  the  provision  of  hospital  treatment,  including 
hospital  treatment  for  infectious  diseases.  The  clinics  and  wel¬ 
fare  centres,  the  school  medic  1  and  dental  services  and  the  ambu¬ 
lance  service  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  but  what 
has  been  described  as  "Environmental  health"  is  still  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  Local  Authority. 

* 

These  environmental  aspects  of  the  national  health,  including 
the  provision  of  safe  and  adequate  water  supplies,  the  inspection  of 
meat  and  food  of  all  kinds,  the  measures  for  the  control  of  disease 
Iv/hich  are  included  in  the  wide  term  "Epidemiology” ,  sewerage  and  the 
disposal  of  sewage,  scavenging  and  the  all  important  question  of  the 
provision  of  housing  all  call  for  local  knowledge  and  local  interest 
and  just  as  it  is  becoming  more  insistently  plain  chat  on  .he  curative 
side  of  medicine,  the  keystone  of  the  Health  Bervice  is  the  family 
doctor  rather  than  the  hospital  and  the  consultant,  so  in  preventive 
medicine,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Local  Council,  with  its  members  and 
officers  conversant  with  local  needs  and  local  problems  alone  can  pro¬ 
vide  the  personal  and  parochial  interest  and  knowledge  which  are 
imperative.  General  direction  and  policy  should  naturalliy  remain 
'with  central  government  or  with  the  County  administration,  but  I  urge 
that,  for  day-to-day  administration  of  the  public  health  services, 
delegation  of  many  functions  to  the  smaller  Local  Authorities,  perhaps 
combined,  where  necessary,  in  groups  as  geographical  or  economic 
reasons  demand,  would  stimulate  local  interest,  and  make  use  of  local 
knowledge  and  local  patriotism.  The  Health  officers  of  the  local 
Authorities,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspectors,  are,  in 
truth,  the  general  practitioners  of  environmental  medicine  and,  as  in 
hie  realm  of  curative  medicine,  the  general  practitioners  are  the 
shock  troops  in  the  struggle  for  national  health. 


Section  ,JG" 


S a n i t ary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply  In  the  Maidstone  Rural  District,  the  main  water  supplies 
l::e  iron  the"  sources  and  bore  holes  belonging  to  the  Water  Companies, 
the  larger  part  of  the  District  being  served  by  the  Mid  Kent  Water 
Company  and  part  of  the  District  by  the  Maidstone  V/ater  Company. 

The  v/ater  supplied  by  these  Companies  has  been  of  consistently 
high  chemical  quality  and  bacteriological  purity.  The  water  is  hard 
but  there  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent  activity.  The  Companies 
make  regular  and  frequent  analyses  of  the  v/ater  and  samples  have  also 
been  taken  by  your  Officers  for  independent  examinations  and  as  the 
Companies  also  supply  the  areas  of  other  Authorities  for  which'  I  am 
;,:edical  Officer  of  Health,  the  number  of  reports  which  I  receive,  from 
widely  scattered  points  in  the  areas  served  by  the  Companies  is  large 
and  the  results  obtained  have  been  consistently  satisfactory.  As  an 
additional  safeguard,  the  water  is  subjected  to  chemical  treatment 
before  distribution,  so  that  a  very  high  standard  of  purity  is’  secured. 

The  larger  part  of  your  District  thus  has  a  satisfactory  supply 
from  the  Companies'  mains  and  is  thus  satisfactorily  served,  but  in 
other  parts  the  inhabitants  are  still  dependent  on  wells  and  springs 
:and  these  sources  cannot  be  regarded  with  anything  but  suspicion.  For 
[two  years  now,  I  have  drawn  attention  to  the  state  of  the  water  supply 
in  the  Hill  Top  area,  Hunt  on,  v/here  examination  showed  that  all  the 
pells  were  polluted.  The  work  of  extending  the  piped  mains  supply  to 
obviate  the  use  of  these  wells  is  now  in  hand  and  nearing  completion. 
This  extension  will  mean  that  it  is  only  in  the  case  of  isolated  pro- 
per  ties  in  the  Rural  District  that  the  mains  water  is  not  available, 
tut  it  is  unfortunately  true  that  well  water  or  spring  v/ater,  on  which 
the  bulk  of  these  remaining  properties  depend,  cannot  be  entirely 
trusted  to  give  a  safe  supply. 

Scavenging.  This  service  in  the  Rural  District  is  in  the  care  of  the 
Surveyor  and  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily.  Salvage  of  waste 
materials  is  still  desirable  and  the  public  conscience  needs  constant 
reminders  that  as  a  nation  we  are  both  wasteful  and  untidy.  The  co¬ 
operation  of  the  public  in  preventing  the  amount  of  litter  that  dis¬ 
figures  the  country-side  is  urgently  needed.  Every  garden  requires 
loving  care  or  it  will  become  unsightly:  the  Garden  of  England  is 
no  exception. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  larger  number  of  houses  in  the  District 
are  equipped  with  water  closets  discharging  into  cess-pits  or  v/ith 
Pail  closets.  The  emptying  of  the  cess-pits  is  controlled  by  the 
Surveyor.  Difficulty  has  been  found  in  the  disposal  of  the  contents 
of  cess-pits  and  in  any  case  this  is  an  expensive  service.  Some, 
extensions  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  made  and  the 
scheme  for  the  sewering  of  the  area  around  Teston  and  Wateringbury 
which. is  the  joint  concern  of  your  Council  and  the  Mailing  Rural 
District  Council  is  in  course  of  preparation  of  plans.  This  is  an  area 
in  which  there  has  been  considerable  development  and  more  building  is 
probable.  The  multiplication  of  cess-pits  is  undesirable:  equally 
regrettable  would  be  the  multiplication  of  small  disposal  works  and 
^he  plan  for  combined  action  by  the  two  Authorities  should  prove  to 
be  to  'the  shnitary  and  financial  benefit  of  both. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  Pollution  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Rural 
Petrie t  still  exists  and  recent  examination  of  samples  from  the 
seaway  and  some  of  its  tributaries  gave  indication  of  serious  con- 
amination.  Extension  of  main  drainage  and  adequate  means  of  sewage 
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purification,  with  the 
existing  works  will,  I 
state  of  th6- rivers  and 


securing  of  satisfactory  effluents  from 
trust,  result  in  an  improvement  in  the 
streams  in  the  County. 


fiani tary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Your 
report  on 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  furnished 
tne  work  of  his  Department  during  the 


the  f 
year :  - 


oil owing 


— ^ 


SUMMARY  OR  INSPECTIONS 


housing 

dumber  of  Houses  surveyed 

Number  of  revisits,  to  Houses  ... 

Number  of  Drains  inspected 

Number  of  revisits  to  Drains  ... 

Visits  re.  Overcrowding  ... 

Number  of  visits  made  under  Housing  Acts 

« 

POOD  AND  WATER  ’  i  '  1  1 

Number  of  slaughterhouse  and  meat  inspections 
Number  of  visits  re.  water  supplies 
Number  of  visits  re.  Milk  and  Dairies 
Number  of  visits  re.  Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Number  of  visits  re.  infectious  diseases 


155 

323 

466 

715 

3 

594 

356 

76 

89 

189 


32 


C-l';\SRAL 

Accummulations 

Number  of  Knackers'  yard  inspections 
Keeping  of  animals 

House  vans  and  camping  sites  ... 

Number  of  visits  to  hop-pickers'  camps 
Factories  Act 

Shops  Act  "  ... 

Nodent  Control  inspections  (not  operator) 
Miscellaneous  inspections  ... 


113 

8 

36 

127 

313 

63 


174 

242 

111 


4,185 


Total 


I 


t"  J.-'  'I 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

NOTICES 

Informal  notices  served  ... 

informal  notices  completed  during  1954 

HOUSING  DEFECTS  DEALT  ¥ITH  by  informal  notices 
Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 

Ceiling  Joists  and  other  timbers  repaired 
Walls  repointed 

External  rendering  replaced  ... 

Dampness  remedied.  ... 

Defective  brickwork  rebuilt  ... 

Dangerous  outbuildings  reconstructed. 

Rehand  wall  tiles  missing  ... 

Provide  a  Damp  Proof  Course  ... 

Replace  broken  sashcords  ... 

Repair  defective  windows  or' doors  ... 

Defective  putties  to  windows  replaced 

Provision  of  fireplaces 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  ... 

Fillets  to  chimney  stacks  repaired  . . 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ... 

Pefix  loose,  slipped  or  missing  roof  tiles 

I  1 

General  repairs  to  roof  ... 

Repairs  to  solid  or  wood  floors 

Provision  of  handrails  ... 

Repair  defective  treads  or  risers  to  staircase 

Provision  of  permanent  ventilation  .. 

Provision  of  piped  water 

Repairs  to  external  paving 

Replacement  of  insanitary  sinks  ... 


contravention  of  camping  site  licences 

provision  of  doors  for  Fire  Precaution  Certificates 

Contravention  of  undertaking  not  to  relet 


DRAINAGE 

Overflowing  cesspools  reported 
Replacement  of  guttering 
Repairs  to  rainwater  downpipes 
Repairs  to  defective  drains 
Repairs  to  defective  cesspools 
insanitary  condition  of  closets 
Repairs  to  gulleyS 
Choked  drains 
Repair  broken  wastepipes 
Replace  earth  closet  with  chemica 
Provide  flushing  cistern  to  w.c. 
Overflow  to  land  drains 
Provision  of  dustbins 
Repairs  to  soakaway 
--rovision  of  storage  accommodation 


lose  t 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

usits  made  by  inspector  ... 

reports  to  M. 0.»jH .  on  cases  of  infectious  disease 
Scarlet  fever 
Poliomyelitis 
Sonne  Dysentery  /  ... 


^.ghterhcitsfr 

UDber  of  licenced  slaughterhouses.. 
Ulnber  of  premises  cleansed  during  year 
a^bcr  6f  inspections 


•  • 


Total 


4 

14 

2 


8 

•1 

2 

4 

8 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 


32 

24 

3 

5 


32 


6 

6 

58 
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omments  on  General  statistics 

Once  again  it  has  not  proved  necessary  to  servo-  any  statutory 
otices.  All  notices  completed  during  the  year  have  been  done  by 
nformal  methods.  Twenty-one  of  the  informal  notices  have  not  yet 
,een  completed  and  statutory  action  may  be  required  for  the  com- 
lletion  of  these  works  at  some  later  date.  Commenting  on  the  defects 
■  equired  by  the  informal  notices,  once  again  the  biggest  items  have 
)een  repairs  to  walls  and  ceilings,  dampness,  sash-cords  and  defective 
•oodwork  to  windows,  doors  and  floors. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  licenced  slaughterhouses  was 
ncreased  to  six.  These  premises  were  inspected  fifty-eight  times 
;u?ing  the  year  and  all  the  premises  were  cleansed  at  least  once 
Suring  this  period. 


nummary  of  Miscellaneous  Inspections 

In  the  total  of  the  summary  of  inspections  is  an  itemr  'miscell¬ 
aneous'  -  111  visits.  On  breaking  this  miscellaneous  item  down,  forty 
'v/o  were  made  on  items  not  connected  with  public  Health.  As  you  are 
most  probably  aware  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Officer  who  carries 
out  the  odd  jobs  and  these  forty-two  visits  are  the  odd  jobs  referred 
to. 

Twenty-two  of  these  visits  were  for  fumigation  and  insect  treat¬ 
ment  of  some  kind.  This  would  include  fumigation  for  fleas,  bugs,  and 
not  for  infectious  diseases  which  are  under  a  separate  heading.  It 
must  be  realised  from  this  figure  that  the  number  of  disinfestations 
required  through  insects  is  very  small  compared,  to  past  years.  Most 
of  these  fumigations  would  be  for  fleas,  and  bugs  are  practically  non¬ 
existent  in  the  district  in  such  great  numbers  as  to  require  disin¬ 
festation. 

The  remaining  forty-seven  visits  were  of  ’no  access’.  The 
sanitary  Inspector  must  visit  the  people  in  their  homes  and  I  am  sure 
it  is  realised  that  on  many  occasions  these  visits  are  fruitless 
because  there  is  no-one  available  at  the  time  of  the  visit.  The  total 
of  forty-seven  visits,  an  average  of  l/o  of  the  total  number  of  inspect 
ions  made,  is  very  small  considering  the  number  of  properties  which 
have  been  visited. 
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Factories  and  Work _ Places 


The  following  is  a  total  showing  the  inspections  made  to  the 
factories  and  workshops  in  this  district  giving  defects  found, 
\nion  taken  and  the  results :- 


remises . 


No.  Inspect  '  Notices  Notices  Statutory 

ion.  Served.  Complied  notices 

. 1 . | . . .  with. .  . 


.‘actories  with  ; 

mechanical 

power  76 

factories  with 
out  mechanical  ; 
-ever  11 


4 


9  8 

2  ;  2 


petal  87  52  11  10 


Concerning  the  intimation  notices  served  -  of  the  eleven,  three 
..ore  for  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation,  one  for  lighting  and 
.eating  unsatisfactory  in  a  factory  without  mechanical  power,  and 
rive  were  for  works  required  before  the  issue  of  a  Fire  Precaution 
ft’vifj.cnte  could  be  granted.  Two  bake-houses,  which  are  also  fact- 
M'l'v  ns  v/oV.I  />u  food  premises,  were  served  with  intimation  notices 
>c cause  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  not  satisfactory.  Once  again 
.t  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  because  only  in  one 
case  have  the  requir ements  not  been  carried  out  to 'the  satisfaction 
--  my  department.  This  was  the  provision  of  proxcer  snn i t a r y  accommo¬ 
dation  and  the.  notice  was  served,  only  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  end 
:f  this  period. 


,  During  the  year  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  factories  in  this  district.  Although  the  total  of  xoremises 
■iohout  mechanical  power  has  been  reduced  by  one,  to  eleven,  the 
.actories  with  mechanical  power  have  increased  by  eighteen,  to  seventy- 
iix,  since  last  year.  Most  of  these  premises  are  very  small  concerns 
and  none  of  them  include  farm  premises,  although  some  of  the  duties 
arried  out  on  these  farms  do  come  under  the  definition  of  a  factory 
sgiven  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937.  i.e.  apple-sorting  sheds,  vehicle- 
xaintenance  buildings  etc.  This  has  long  been  the  opinion  of  the  local 
factory  Inspector  but  once  again  it  must  be  pointed  out  there  is  not 
sufficient  staff  employed  by  the  Council  to  make  insxeec  tions  of  these 
premises. 
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Section  UD” 

H  O'.IJ  SING 


rpne  following  information  regarding  housing  in  the  Rural  Dis¬ 
trict  is  set  out  in  the  form  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health :- 


(1) 

(a) 

(b) 

(2) 

(a) 

i 

(b) 

(3) 

(a) 

(4) 

i  ■'  ) 

.on  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 
Total  number  of  houses  inspected 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Number  of  inspections  maue  for  that 


year . 

for  housing 
Acts) 

purpose 


defects , 


Number  of  dwelling-houses 
injurious  to  health  as  to 
ation 


found  to 
be  unfit 


be  in  a  state  so 
for  human  habit- 


155 

478 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-section 
(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1926  &  1932 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 


PMbar  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects,  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


56 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year,  without  service  of  formal 
notice . 

(l)  (a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority 
of  their  Officers,  34 


Action  under  Statutory  ’Powers,  during  the  Year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,10,&16  of  the  Housing  Act  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit,  . 
after  the  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners 


(B)  Proceedings  under  public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects- were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a.)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority,  in  default  of  owners 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1956 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  were  made  4- 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  7 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936. 

■ (1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  mace 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit. 


Housing  Act  1936, 
(A)  (1)  Number  of 


Part  4  -  Overcrowding, 
dwellings  overcrowded  at 


the  end  of  year 


I 


2 

3 


1 


Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


Indeter 
mi nab le 


1.2- 


3 


(B)  (1)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

du:  ng  the  year 

(C)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(D)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 


Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding, 
upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con¬ 
sider  it  desirable  to  report. 


I 


ver  crowding. 

’ 

•  i  f 

A  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  of  dwelling- 
jral  District  do  exist ,  but'  it  is  impossible  to  gi 
buimate  of  these  cases.  The  most  frequent  cause  o 
s  when  the  children  of  a  family  grow  up  and  marry 
ble  to  find  a  house  or  suitaole  rooms,  return  to  t 
ouse  until  they  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  find  a 
:n.  The  number  of  such  cases  is  variable  and  unti 
musing  shortage  in  the  country  is  relieved,  such  c 
d  recur  for  a  shorter  or  longer  period.  Such  case 
sported  to  the  Health  Department,  as  they  are  acce 
irents  as  something  that  must  be  endured  in  hope  t 
or  the  young  folk  may  become  available.  During  th 
oSes  of  overcrowding  were  in  fact  reported  and  act 
ae  overcrowding  followed. 


houses  in  the 
ve  an  accurate 
f  such  cases 
and  not  being 
he  parents' 
place  of  their 
1  the  present 
ases  are  likely 
s  are  seldom 
pted  by  the 
hat  housing 
e  year,  three 
ion  to  relieve 


jrai  Housing  Survey. 

This  survey  was  completed  in  1947,  when  the  survey  revealed 
ie  following  posit ion :- 


Category  1  houses  1192 
Category  2  houses  1041 
Category  5  houses  1075 
Category  5  houses  154 


The  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  houses  in  Category  5  have  now 
sen  used  as  the  basis  for  the  housing  programme  of  houses  to  be 
mlt  with  in  the  next  five  years*  which  was  prepared  for  the 
inistry  of  Housing  under  the  Housing  Rents  and  Repairs  Act,  1954. 

properties  in  Category  three  will  be  re-visited  and  necessary 
kion  to  secure  repair  and  bring  them  up  to  the  required  standard 
ill  follow,  but  pressure  of  other  work  has  delated  action  before. 
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Camping  Siter  and  Caravans 


In  the  Rural  District  there  are  three  licenced  caravan  sites, 
,  follows : - 

Site 


aiplng  Site,  East  Earleigh. 
aterprise  Site,  Barming. 
ae  Retreat,  Nettlestead. 


70 


During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  twenty— seven  inspections  were 
ade  of  caravan  sloes,  including  sites  for  which  application  for 
icencing  had  been  made.  There  were  four  such  applications  during 
954,  all  of  which  were  refused. 

.  The  Enterprise  sj.te  at  Banning  has  been  a  source  of  difficulty, 
arnings  have  had  to  be  given  on  several  occasions  on  account  of  the 
amber  of  caravans  having  been  allowed  to  exceed  the  permitted  maxi- 
mi  of  twenty-five _ and  during  the  summer,  when  some  additional  tents 
r  were  permitted  on  the  lower  site,  considerable  difficult''/ 

is  found  in  securing  the  removal  of  these  at  the  end  of  the  season, 
uravans  on  this  site  have  become  immobile  shack  dwellings  and  other 
aaporary  structures  have  been  erected,  until  this  site  has  become 
permanent  "Shanty-village" . 

immary  of  data 


Owner 

Mr.  Chambers 
Mr.  Coppin 
Mr s . Lamb 


Maximum  number  of 
_ caravans 

20 

25 

25 


amber  of  inspections 
amber  of  licenced  sites 
applications  to  extend  licences 
:pli cations  for  licences 
pplications  for  licences  refused.. 


127 

3 

2 

4 

4 


Hop-Pickers*  Camps 


)tal  number  of  Hop  camps  in  use  ...  ...  94 
amber  of  huts  in  use  ...  ...  5,621 
ptimated  number  of  pickers  ...  ...  20,000 


Hop-picking  lasted  from  the  last  week  in  August  until  the  4th 
:ek  in  September  and  during  this  time,  a  total  of  three  hundred  and 
lirteen .  inspections  were  made.  Each  camp  was  inspected  at  least 
ice  during  occupation.  Ho  statutory  action  was  necessary  but  13 
normal  notices  were  served  on  the  owners  of  some  camps,  mostly  on 
acount  of  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation. 

On  September  1st,  Dr.  Elliott  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  visited 
■Ve  camps  in  the  district,  in  company  wTith  your  Medical  Officer  of 
=alth  and  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  are  no  new  camps  in  use  during 
^54,  and  it  was  noticed  that  in  many  camps,  not  all  the  huts  were 
-copied,  and  some  camps  were  not  in  use  at  all.  This  is  partly  due 
]  ftore  reliance  being  placed  on  local  labour  and  partly  to  the 
Production  of  mechanical  picking,  which  semms  likely  to  mean  the 
^  of  the  traditional  influx  of  pickers  within  the  foreseeable  future. 


Section  UE” 


3  action  and  Supervision  of  Pood. 

^,er  of  Food  -Premises  in  the  District . 

yes  'and  Restaurants  ... 

shops  (excluding  butchers)  ... 

: criers'  shops  ... 

benced  premises 


13 

84 

18 

_55 

170 


niber  of  visits  and  inspections. 

fes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  19 

od  shops  (excluding  butchers)  ...  ...  99 

.tchers*  shops  ...  ...  20 

cenced  premises  ...  ...  43 

181 


On  no  occasion  during  the  year  was  it  necessary  to  serve  stat- 
;ory  notices.  Twelve  intimation  and  verbal  notices  were  served 
iring  the  year  and,  except  in  the  case  of  one  bake-house,  all  the 
irk  required  was  carried  out  within  a  few  days  of  the  service  of 
ie  notice.  In  addition  to  the  above  inspections,  eighty-nine 
inspections  of  Milk  and  Dairy  premises  were  made  and  in  the  556 
.aughterhouse  and  ’©eat  inspections,  on  many  occasions  inspection 
1  the  premises  v/as  combined  with  the  inspection  of  meat. 


The  standard  of  the  small  village  grocers’  shops  has  been  very 
itisfactory.  Nineteen  inspections  of  the  cafes  and  restaurants  were 
ide.  Two  of -the  less  satisfactory  restaurants,  in  the  Staplehurst 
id  Yalding  areas,  changed  hands  during  the  year  and  under  new 
magement  are  now  two  of  the  most  hygienic  of  such  premises  in  the 
Lstrict. 


Pour  bake-houses  are  still  in  operation  in  the  district,  and  all 
■e  satisfactory,  except  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness  could  be 
lintained  to  a  higher  extent,  but  on  no  occasion  was  statutory  action 
squired . 

Farm  premises,  used  for  a  number  of  purposes  are  still  not 
mluded  under  Section  13  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  pro- 
ides  for  certain  standards  regarding  premises  of  this  nature.  Apple- 
icking  stores,  corn  stores,  barns  used  for  storage  of  food,  vegetables 
id  fruit,  all  come  under  the  definition  of  premises  for  which  this 
action  of  the  Act  was  provided,  but  when  it  is  realised  how  many  such 
’emises  there  must  be  in  this,  an  agricultural  distirct,  it  will  also 
;  realised  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  make  certain  that  all 
ich  premises  are  of  a  satisfactory  nature. 


,(a)  Milk  Supplies. 

jaber  of  Supplementary  Licences. 

Sterilised  ...  ...  3 

Pasteurised  ...  ...'  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  5 


9 
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Examination  of  Milk:  Samples  (fiacter iolog ical) 

r.a(je  (No.  of  samples  examined.  No.  found  unsat 

. . . . . .isf  act  or.y. 

mrilised  14 

'iberculin  Tested  ;  2 

steurised  7 

23 


The  two  unsatisfactory  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  were 
Uh  taken  from  the  same  dairy.  Following  the  result  of  the  first 
unple ,  a  second  sample  was  taken  which  also  proved  unsatisfactory. 
iis  dairy,  which^  obtains  the  milk  from  its  own  Tuberculin  Tested 
j-rd,  was  reported  to  the  local  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Min- 
j try  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  later  it  was  intimated  that 
.e  dairy  was  undergoing  a  thorough  investigation.  Samples  taken 
l  1955  have  sho wn  that  the  milk  is  of  the  required  standard. 


l iries  and  Milk-Shop s . 


hails  of  registrations  and  licences  are  given  below; - 


Dairies  registered 
Retailers  (excluding  dairies). 


:alers  Licences 


Sterilised  Milk 
Pasteurised  Milk 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 


16 

15 

51 


25 

10 

10 

45 
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fb)  Inspection  of  Meat . 

Six  privately-owned  slaughterhouses  are  in  operation  in  the 
-ral  District  and  the  following  Tables  show  the  number  examined, 
{th  the  results  of  the  examinations  and  the  condemnations  for 
uberculosis  and  for  other  diseased  conditions.  The  amount  of 
laughtering  in  these  six  slaughterhouses  does  not,  of  course, 
epresent  the  amount  of  meat  required  for  consumption  in  the 
istrict  as  meat  traders  in  the  Rural  District  in  many  cases 
xve  animals  slaughtered  in  Maidstone  or  other  centres,  or  pur¬ 
chase  their  supplies  of  meat  already  slaughtered  or  as  it  is 
escribed,  "Off  the  hook". 


Totals  of  Carcasses  Examined 


Sheep 


pigs 

or 

lambs 

cows 

calves 

Bovine 

•umber  examined 

405  : 

363 

45 

19 

135 

'umber  passed 

392  ; 

326 

33 

19 

112 

lompletely  condemned 

■  '  ;  5  i 

14 

2 

- 

3 

•artially  condemned 

8 

24 

11 

- 

21 

Diseas 

es  excluding  Tuberculosis 

pigs 

sheep 

or 

lambs 

cows 

calves  ; 

Bovine 

{umber  examined 

405 

363 

46 

19 

135 

Completely  condemned 

5  j 

14 

1 

- 

3 

artially  condemned 

8  : 

24 

7 

- 

14 

Tuberculosis 

pigs 

Sheep 

or 

lambs 

cows 

calves 

Bovine 

hmber  examined 

405  j 

363 

46 

19 

135 

Completely  condemned 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

•artially  condemned 

- 

- 

5 

- 

4 

Pigs 

i 

for  Deadweight 

Certification 

0  or  man  of  Staple hurst  26 


•°orman  of  Mar  den 
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EACH  SLAUGHTERHOUSE . 


fflcr  tret -Hun  ton 

pigs 

sheep 

or 

.lambs 

cows 

i  calves 

bovine 

o.  examined 

36 

- 

8 

- 

2 

;ompletely  condemned  ■ 

- , 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Martially  condemned 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

'hambers-C.  Street 

pigs 

" sheep 
or 

cows 

:  calves ■ 

bovine 

lambs 

io.  examined 

35  ; 

92 

1 

1 

10 

completely  condemned 

i 

2  : 

10 

— 

- 

1 

Partially  condemned 

— 

8 

1 

— 

1 

« 

goorman-Staple  hurst 

pigs 

sheep 

or 

cows 

calves 

bovine 

lambs 

'0.  examined 

113  ! 

102 

— 

7 

46 

Completely  condemned  : 

2 

2 

- 

- 

— 

Partially  condemned 

4 

13 

— 

i  — 

7 

So  or  man -Mar  den 

pigs 

sheep 

or 

cows 

calves  : 

bovine 

lambs 

i 

Mo.  examined 

77  ; 

72 

1 

: 

1 

33 

Completely  condemned: 

i  : 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Partially  condemned 

i 

1  1 

- 

- 

6 

Stand  en-Coxheath 

pigs 

Sheep 

or 

cows 

calves 

bovine 

lambs 

”o,  examined 

61 

6 

30 

7 

15 

Completely  condemned; 

—  i 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Partially  condemned 

1 

j 

8  i 

-  I  • 

1 

Ballard -Mar  den 

pigs 

sheep 

or 

cows 

calves 

bovine 

lambs 

Bo.  examined 

83 

91  ' 

6 

3 

27 

Completely  condemned 

-  ; 

1 

i 

- 

1 

Partially  condemned  : 

s  ; 

1 

r 

1  j 

- 

4 

\  ‘  '  • 

•  •  .  I 
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Reasons  for  Condemnation 


;ason 

[berculosis 
ipr.oper  bleeding 
<uke  ?  melanosis?  and 
generation  of  liver 
ing  congestion 
Leurisy 

aaciation,  Decomposition 
and  Moribund 
idney  contamination 
aver 

iflammation 

aundice 

arged 

acalised  actinomycosis 

roken  limbs 

orm  infestation  7 

bscess 

yst 

ilk  Spot 

ecrosis 

irrhosis 


Completely  Condemned  Partially 


Condemned 


1  9 

10 


13 

4 

6 


9 

2 

1 


2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

11 

3 


Statistics  to  show  the  difference 
that  derationing  made  in  1954  to 

1953 


::ar 

Subject 

:  pigs 

sheep  or 

calves 

cows 

;  bovine 

lambs . 

No.  exam. 

74 

44 

5 

3 

2 

'Pa -passed 

69 

33 

4 

- 

- 

1 . Condemned 

2 

o 

C> 

- 

1 

1 

.'.Condemned 

3 

9 

1 

2 

1 

o.  exam. 

j  405 

563 

19 

46 

|  135 

V  .•parsed 

1  392 

326 

19 

33 

!  112 

3. Condemned 

5 

14 

2 

2 

P.  Condemned 

8 

.  23 

- 

11 

I  21 

!  0 

No.  exam. 

'531 

319 

14 

43 

j  133 

J 

1  .No.  passed 

1  323 

293 

15 

33 

1  112 

H 

H 

C. Condemned 

3 

12 

- 

1 

1 

< 

\ 

•H 

h 

:  P.  Condemned 

5 

'14 

-1 

9 

20 
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As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  charts  the  quality  of  the  car¬ 
esses  slaughtered  and  dressed  in  this  district  during  1954  was  of 
c-ry  high  standard.  Regardless  of  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
umber  of  casualties  were  included  in  the  figures  given  above*,  by 
the  greatest  cause  for  condemnation  was  casualties  to  ewes 
;uring  the  lambing  period,  and  tuberculosis  in  cows.  The  amount 
,f  tuberculosis  found  in  pigs  and  sheep  was  practically  neglegible 
nd  that  found  in  cows  have  been  reduced  considerably  from  last 
rear’s  figures. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  amount  of  liver  fluke 
puna  in  cattle  and  sheep  has-been  greatly  reduced.  In  fact  no 
;ase  of  liver  fluke  in  sheep  serious  enough  to  condemn  the  liver 
,-as  found  during  this  period. 

Concerning  the  amount  of  slaughtering  done  in  the  individual 
jlaughterhouses ,  the  three  butchers  Messrs.  Boorman  of  Staplehurst, 
doorman  of  Marden  and  Ballard  of  Harden  slaughtered  for  their  own 
ise  and  casualties  qf  surrounding  farms.  The  other  three  slaughter 
louses,  Messrs.  Hagget  of  Hunton,  Chambers  of  Collier  Street  and 
jtanden  of  Coxheath  slaughtered  for  other  persons  in  the  district 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  very  little  slaughtering  as  such 
a  as  done  during  this  period  giving  some  indication  that  most  butchers 
ire  more  interested  in  purchasing  carcasses  for  resale  than  buying 
live-stock  and  slaughtering  in  preparation  for  resale.  Towards  th<? 
snd  of  this  period  practically  no  slaughtering  was  being  done  in 
these  last  mentioned  slaughterhouses  and  I  think  that  the  Council's 
resolution  that  no  further  facilities  were  required  in  this  district 
is  fully  justified. 

It  was  agreed  in  October,  1954,  that  the  Officers  of  the  Council 
should  assist  the  Ministry  of  Pood  in  the  Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme 
oy  becoming  Certifying  Officers  for  Deadweight  Certification  Of  pigs. 
?wo  oentres  were  recognised  by  the  Ministry  in  this  district.  These 
ire  re  Messrs.  Boorman  of  Staplehurst  and  Boorman  of  Harden  and  the 
two  months  of  this  period  When  Deadweight  Certification  was  carried 
out  thirty  three  carcasses  were  certified.  These  original  two 
centres  were  to  act  as  experimental  centres  to  see  whether  the  work 
entailed  for  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  excessive,  but  I  can  assure 
the  Council  that  the  extra  paper  work  did  not  materialize  as  first 
imagined,  and  therefore  if  any  of  the  other  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  wished  to  be  recognised  as  a  Deadweight  Centre  I  would  not 
oppose  their  applications  to  the  Ministry. 


heat  Condemned  (excluding  the  above) 

Fresh  meat  ...  ...  247  lbs. 

Tinned  meat  ....  ...  47  lbs. 


Other  Pood  Condemned 


1  lib.  tin  of  peas 
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Shops  Aot. 


The  County  Council  are  the  Authority  who  .administer  most  of 
ie  Shops  Act,  but  they  have  delegated  certain  powers  to  Are  Rural 
.strict  -  the  most  important  being1  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
ini  tar  y  accommodation.  A  total  of  a  hundred  'ana  seventy-four 
ispections  have  been  mb be  during  the  year  and  most  of  uhese  inspec¬ 
ts  have  been  concerned  with  food  shops  when  during  the  inspection 
ider  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  also 
ispe  c  Li  e d  • 

During  these  visits  it  has'  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any 
)tices  except  an  occasional  verbal  notice  asking  for  the  sani¬ 
ty  accommodation  to  be  cleaned  more  satisfactorily. 

All  the  shops  in  this  district  are  very  small  as  the  villages 
i  which  they  are  situated  do  not  require  large  stores  and  there- 
are  the  number  of  staff  employed  in  these  shops  does  not  .rise  to 
are  than  two  or  three  persons. 


Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1958. 
anples  taken  by  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authorities. 

During  the  year  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Authorities,  which  in  the 
ase  of  this  district  is  the  County  Council,  took  samples  under 
he  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  section  3.  I  have  asked  the  Weights 
ad  Measures  Inspector  of  the  County  Council  to  provide  us  with  a 
ist  of  the  samples  taken  in  the  district  during  the  year,  and  he 
as  furnished  the  following  list  to  be  included  with  the  report. 
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Kent  County  Council. 


Fo od  and  Drugs  Act,  1958-50 


Details  of  Samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers 
Within  the  Maid  stone  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  19o4. 


Ar tl cle 
Alto ids 

Anestan  •  •• 

Batter  flour  j  •  •  • 

Butter 

Camembert  cheese  ... 

Cascara  tablets  •  •• 

Cooking  fat 

Custard  powder  •  •> 

Dutch  cheese  .... 

Empire  honey 

Fever  mixture  ... 

Mi lk  •  •  • 

Mixed  cut  peel  • • • 

Mustard  sauce 
New  Zealand  cheddar  cheese 
Pea  flour 
pork  sausages 
Prepared  icing  sugar.. 
Stewed  steak  ... 

Strawberry  jam 
Synthetic  cream  powder 
Table  jellies  *  * • 

Tea 

Tincture  of  iodine  ... 

'  Veal, ham  and  egg  pie.. 

Vi tacup 
Whisky 

Worcester  sauce  ... 


•  •  o 

•  •  • 


•  • 

•  • 


Total 


No. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  ' 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

26 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

55 


Summary 


Mi  lk  ... 

Drugs 
Spirits 
Other  samples 


26 

o 

2 

}21 

55 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following:  - 


Sample  of 


Batter  flour 


repared  icing 
ugar 


Analysis 

Inferior.  Available  COg 
0.2 8 v0  Vteat  and  rice. 
Deficient  in  COg. 

Inferior.  Contains  a 
small  amount  (about  1%) 
of  maize  starch  not 
declared  on  label. 


Action  Taken 

Manufacturers  informed 

Manufacturers  will  ais 
continue  use  of  corn¬ 
flour  in  this  prepar¬ 
ation. 
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■r;e-creaiii 


T’ 


'here  are  fifty- three  premises  registered  under  section  14  of 
;he  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1958,  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream.  cnl’<  one 


roducer  still  exists  in 
L;rin'  the  summer  months. 


aisinc 


md  he 


Hi s  pr  emi s e s  have 


only 

been 


irne: 


our  in0 


the  year  and  always  found  sat isf actor 


produces  ice-cream 
inspected  several 


Bacteriological  Samples  jr  ak c n 


•umber  of 
samples 

51 


1 


[ethylene  blue 
test  group 


3 


i  i 


35 


iotal 


Pathogenic 

organisms 


/o  of 
total 

88 . 6 

8.6. 

2.8, 


In  the  case  of  the  one  Grade  3  sample  which  was  taken  a  further 
sample  showed  that  the  supply  was  satisfactory.  Once  again  thirty- 
five  samples  have  been  taken  as  in  1955  but  the  increase  in  Grade  1 
samples  have  been  from  74. pt  to  881-/3  which  shows  a  steady  increase  of 
.".ygienic  standards.  Most  of  the  ice-cream  sold  in  this  district  is 
.urchased  from  the  Inrye  national  manufacturers  and  although  it  is 
realised  that  the  ice-cream  from  these  large  manufacturers  leaves 
•their  premises  practically  free  from  bacteria  these  samples  taken 
from  the  retailers  in  our  district  give  some  indication  as  to  whether 
‘-heir  refrigerators  are  working  satisfactorily.  Because  if  the 
temperature  of  the  ice-cream  is  allowed  to  rise  above  freezing  point 
wen  though  it  is  refrozen  the  bacterial  content  of  the  ice-cream 
111  increase  during  the  period  that  freezing  was  not  experienced.  I 
t  very  pleased  with  the  results  of  these  samples  and  hope  this  high 
standard  will  be  maintained  in  the  coming  year. 
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Rodent  Contr o 1 . 


Summary  of  inspections  and  surveys  mode  by  operator 


Humber 

Humber 

number 

Number 


of  treatments  made  ... 

of  visits  made  for  all  purposes 
of  premises  surveyed  (including  farms) 
estimated  rats  and  mice  killed  during  t 

in  1954. 


•  •  • 

1457 

•  t  • 

1512 

•  St 

ea tments 

85 

Rats 

5465 

Mice 

915 

Once  more  r.r .  Cur  ties  ,  the  Rodent  Operator ,  used  Warfarin 
paits  for  practically  all  oi  the  treatments  made  by  him.  Curing 
the  year  twelve  cwts.  of  oatmeal  were  used  in  conduction  with  55 
lbs.  of  Warfarin  5.  This  figure  practically  doubles  the  amount 
used  in  1955  (i.e.  when  6  cwts.  oatmeal  was  used  in  conduction 
with  42  lbs.  of  warxarin  1  and  15  lbs.  of  warfarin  5. )  Curing 
the  treatments  made  with  Warfarin  1  on  occasions  it  did  not  appear 
to  completely  exterminate  the  infestations,  and  therefore  we  came 
oO  the  conclusion  that  if  warfarin  5  was  used  and  extra  oatmeal 
added  to  reduce  ics  strength  to  practically  twice  that  of  warfarin 

not  only  be  twice  as  effective  but  also  the 
lower  as  warfarin  5  is  far  less  cost  than  five 
This  hab  been  done  d urine  this  year  and  found 


1  mixture,  it  would 
price  would  be  much 
times  of  warfarin  1 
K-ry  satisfactory. 


during 


\'/e  now  hold  thirty  contracts  for  treatment  on  farms  and  busi- 
premises  and  by  having  these  contracts  considerable  infestation 


less 

in  agricultural  areas 
.rom  private  houses  i 


has  been  reduced  and  the  number  of  complaints 
;  practically  one  Quarter  of  those  in  1955. 


excluding  the  number  oi  inspections  made  by  Mr.  Cutties  two 
hundred  and  forty-two  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
.n  uhe  course,  of  their  duties  specifically  for  rodent  control. 
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Food 1  Poison in g , 


Only  one  notii ica oion  of  food  poisoning  was  received  during 
ie  year,  a  sporadic  case  in  which  the  source  of  infection  was 
jubtful,  but  the  increased  use  which  is  Made  by  the  public  of 
ifes  and  restaurants  and  of  ready-cooked  anu  prepared  foods,  has 


The  standard  of  protection 


ded  to  the  risk  of  food  poisonin^. 
food  exposed  for  sale  has  improved  though  the  conditions  in 
ich  meat  and  fish  are  exposed  are  sometimes  deplorable.  But 
le  risk  of  contamination  of  food-stuff s  is  greatest  at  the  point 
lere  the  food  in  finally  cooked  and  consumed,  the  household  kit- 
len  and  larder  and  in  many  cases  these  are  by  no  means  hygienic, 
ie  practice  of  selling  bread  in  paper  wrapped  has  become  much 
u-e  popular  and  the  local  bakers  have  had  to  adopt  this  practice  ' 
account  of  the  demand  for  such  wrapped  bread  by  che  public, 
lis  emphasises  the  point  which  I  made  in  my  last  year’s  Report 
lat  the  ordinary  citizen  has  much  more  effective  means  of  securing 
lat  the  food  which  he  eats  is  sold  under  hygienic  conditions  than 
ispection  by  the  Health  Department  could  ever  have  -  by  taking  his 
is  tom  elsewhere  if  the  standard  of  cleanliness  he  desires  is  not 
itained . 


During  the  year  1954,  the  only  notifiab 
icidence  was  heavy  was  whooping-cough.  Two 
•re  notified  and  the  incieence  was  spread  o 
iis  is  an  infection  which  causes  much  distr 
.e  patients  and  much  maternal  anxiety  and  t 
looping-cough  does  not  give  the  same  degree 
itainablc  in  diphtheria,  my  own  experience 
oportion  of  the  childen  immunised  are  grot 
1  cases  v/here  complete  protection  is  not  ob 
.sease  is  shorter  and  milder  than  in  unprot 


eparations,  ih  which  pertussis  vaccine  is 
)r  diphtheria  immunisation  have  been  very  s 
iraber  of  injections  which  have  to  be  iven. 


Section  "F” 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Disease 


le  disease  in  which  the 
hundred  and  thirty  cases 
ver  the  whole  district, 
ess  and  discomfort  to 
hough  immunisation  against 
of  protection  as  is 
is  that  a  very  considerable 
ected  against  infection  and 
tained,  the  course  of  the 
ected  childen.  The  new 
combined  with  the  injections 
uccessful  and  reduce  the 


Three  cases  of  polio-myelitis  were  recorded  in  the  year,  one  of 
hch  was  unfortunately  fatal,  but  there  was  no  serious  outbreak  of 
Ills  disease  and  it  is  one  of  the  puzzling  problems  in  this  disc; 


;ase 


discover  how  this  sporadic  cases,  in  which  there  seems  to  be  no 
aceable  exposure  to  infection,  should  arise. 


Again,  I  am  happy  to  record  that  there  have  been  no  cases  o-f.. 
phtheria  during  xhe  year.  This  disease  used  to  be  of  regular  and 
muhl  occurrence  and  the  success  of  immunisation  is  amply  demon¬ 
rated  by  the  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  throughout 
e  country.  But  there  is  no  justification  for  a  slackening  of  our 
forts  to  secure  as  high  a  percentage  of  the  children  thus  protected 
possible  and  the  danger  is  that  there  may  be  a  neglect  of  this 
ecaution  and  that  apathy  may  allow  a  return  of  the  disease. 


In  the _ following  Tables  I  give  the  numbers  of  notifiable  diseases 
corded  and  also  xhe  numbers  immunised  against  diphtheria  during  the 
ar*  In  addition,  there  is  a  Table  showing  the  number  of  childen  under 
'6  age  of  15  years. on  December  31st,  1954,  who  have  had  a  complete 
urse.of  immunisation  at  any  tine  before  that  date.  These  figures  have 
en  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  but  the  import- 
“  iJtem  and  the  one  which  is  most  easily  understood  by  the  public  is 
at  diphtheria  notifications  in  the  first  Table  are  ’’Nil”.  It  ih 
tally  important  that  this  happy  position  should  be  maintained  ,.nd  to 
is  end  there  should  be  no  neglect  of  the  pr  caution  of  immunisation. 
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I  give  below,  in  tabular  form  details  of  the  cases  of 
notifiable  uiseaces,  other  than  Tuberculosis,  which  occurred 
in  the  Rural  District  during  1954. 


Disease 

Scarlet  fever 

7hooping  cough 

Measles 

pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

puerperal  Pyrexia 

if 

Acute  polio-myelitis 
pood  poisoning 
/alar  i  a 
hicken  pox 
Pemphigus 


Total  cases 
notified . 


32 

230 

11 

16 

3 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

.6 

1 


Total 
deaths •, 


15 


1 


To  tals 


312 


r 
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Malignant  Disease . 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  Maidstone  Rural 
strict  during  the  past  three  years  is  as  under 


1952 

•  '  •  • 

•  •  • 

45 

1953 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

43 

1954  ' 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

53 

Ophtha imia  Neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases 

notified  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil. 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which : - 

(a}  Vision  lost  ...  ... 

fbj  Vision  impaired  ...  ... 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  the  end  of  year 


Tub  e rculosis 

The  following  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 

iar:- 

Pulmonary  ITon-Pulmonar  y 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

1  2  1 

mths  from  this  disease -wore  a&  under 

pu lmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Male  Female  Male  Female 

2  2  - 

Total  4 
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The  preventive  and  after-care  measures  for  dealing  with  cases 
‘  tuberculosis  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Chest  Physician  for  the 
d-Kent  area?  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh  who  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
•  gures  relating  to  the  number  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuber- 
.losis  which  have  been  examined  during  the  year  and  the  number 
.agnosed  as  tuberculous.  These  figures  refer  to  the  area  served 
Jr  the  Chest  Clinic  in  Maidstone,  which  approximates  to  the  area 
1  the  four  Authorities,  for  which  I  am  the  Medical  Officer  of 
•alth  and  I  am  glad  to  record  that  chere  is  a  very  close  liason 
stween  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health  Department  of  the  Local 
ithori  ties . 

(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1954,  of  newly  notified 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  220. 


(b)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1954  of  cases  notified 

prior  to  1954  558 

(c)  Number  of ’contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering  from 

Tuberculosis  1 

(d)  Number  of  contants  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering  from 

Tuberculosis  3 


The  arrangements  for  the  after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients 
nd  for  the  tracing  and  following-up  of  contacts  of  known  cases  and 
deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  Tuberculosis,  were  outlined  in 
y  Report  for  1953  and  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  during 
he  year  under  review.  In  the  after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients 
nd  of  their  dependents,  much  valuable  v,ork  has  been  done  by  the 
aidstone  and  District  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  and  the  work  of 
his  body  is  deserving  of  the  fullest  support. 
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1954 


Causes  of  Deaths 


M. 


P. 


jl  Causes 


190  152 


/uberculosis ,  respiratory., 
tuberculosis,  other  ... 

syphilitic  disease  ... 

diphtheria 
■/hooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections... 
icute  poliomyelitis  ... 

;easles  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplams 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 
jiabe  t  os  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

(Other  circulatory  disease.. 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 
Dicer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Kephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations... 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Kotor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents 
suicide  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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Maternal  Mortality 

,  i 

in  England 

1  •  »  * 

f 

and  Wales* 

Cause  Mo, 

of  Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000 
total  of  Births 

(live  &  still') 

uternal  causes, 

eluding  abortion 

402 

0.58 

e  to  abortion 

46 

0.11 

fttal  maternal  mortality 

478 

0.69 

Maidstone  Rural  District 


tier  per  al 

Others. 

Total. 

infections . 

Hil. 

ITil. 

Hil. 

Per  1,000  Total 

Mirths. 

General  Summary. 
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,timated  Resident  Populati 

on  1954. 

•  •  • 

.  .  u  18 

,470 

ea  (acres) 

•  •  • 

...  54 

,709 

nsjity  (persons  per  acre) 

•  •  • 

0 

.  552 

.nual  Birth-rate  per  1,000 

population 

Crude  15.52 

Corrected 

16.25 

oual  Death-rate  per  1,000 

i 

population 

Crude  18.51 

Corrected 

14.45 

rths  Male  145 

Female  157 

Total 

285 

jaths  Male  190 

Female  152 

Total 

542 

:cess  of  deaths  over  birth 

s 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

59 

.berculosis  death-rate 

Pulmonary 

•  •  • 

.216 

7>T 

cnPulmonary 

•  •  • 

Nil 

ncer  death-rate  per  1,000 

population 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2.86 
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